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What is it?

Snapchat is an app used to create
multimedia messages referred to as ‘snaps’.
Snaps may contain a photo or a short
video. Snaps include the use of filters,
effects and captions. Snaps disappear after
@ < they have been viewed. 3
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Age to create an
account: 13+
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The risks with Snapchat

Snapchat doesn’t save messages that are
sent so it is difficult to monitor. This also
leads to more risky behaviour.

The receiver of a snap can screenshot it,
they can then go on to share the
screenshot. The sender is notified when
someone screenshots a snap.

Snap Map allows users to share their
location which can put users at risk

The ‘Discover’ feature allows users to
access inappropriate content.

It is easy for children to receive unwanted
contact from adults.
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Safety features

* Ghost mode will stop other
users seeing a child’s
location and can be turned

on using the toggle in the _

app settings.

If the child has used their
B < real age to set up the >
account, they will only be il 3
able to be contacted by
other children. The only time
this does not apply is if the
child and adult have mutual
friends. Of course, there are
still risks with this as adults
can use a fake age in order to
be able to contact children.
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How to support your child to use
Snapchat safely

Make sure they/you use their real age
when setting up their account.

Talk to them about how to interact on
social media, make this a regular
conversation, giving some examples of
situations where people haven’t used
social media appropriately.

Discuss what is appropriate content to
send and receive and what is age
appropriate for them.

Teach them this mantra- don’t send
anything they wouldn’t want you to
see... think before you send!
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